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Hnnual  IReport 

FOR  THE 

YFAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Amblecote  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  statistics  for  the  past  year  are  calculated  upon  an  estimated 
population  of  3,282. 

Eightv-three  persons  were  born  in  the  district,  of  whom  47  were 
males  and  36  females.  The  Birth-rate  is,  therefore,  25^2  per  thousand 
■of  the  population,  as  against  a Birth-rate  of  25*3  for  the  year  1903. 

The  mean  Birth-rate  for  the  previous  seven  years  is  2 7 '6. 

Eighty-two  deaths  were  registered  as  having  died  withing  the  district 
during  the  year.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  actual  Death-rate 
I have  to  deduct  twenty-two  deaths  which  occurred  at  the  Corbett 
Hospital  amongst  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  and  to  add  one 
death  which  occurred  at  the  Union  House  and  belonging  to  this 
district. 

The  number  of  persons  who  died  belonging  to  the  district  is  there- 
fore  55.  31  of  whom  were  males  and  24  females. 

The  Death-rate  is  1 6' 7 ; that  of  the  year  1903  being  11-4.  The 
average  Death-rate  for  the  past  seven  years  is  157. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  comparatively  low.  The  rate  is  131  per 
thousand  registered  births,  as  against  143  for  the  year  1903.  The 
average  of  the  past  seven  years  is  158. 

Only  two  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  have  been  reported,  and  as 
these  were  both  cases  of  Erysipelas,  over  which  we  could  exercise  little 
or  no  control,  we  may  consider  our  Notifications  for  the  year  1904  as 
being  practically  nil. 
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So  little  advantage  to  the  community  appears  to  result  from  the 
Notification  of  Erysipelas,  that  one  is  tempted  to  ask  whether  it  is  worth 
while  to  Notify  such  cases. 

There  is  just  the  possibility,  however,  that  a case  might  occur  in  the 
home  of  some  lying-in  patient,  and  then  some  interference  would 
become  necessary. 

The  increase  in  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  entirely  due  to  Measles. 
There  have  been  five  fatal  cases,  and  one  death  from  Diarrhoea.  The 
Zymotic  Death-rate  is  therefore  i-8  per  1,000  of  the  popoulation  ; that  of 
the  year  1903  being  o'9-  The  average  of  the  past  seven  years  is  0'8. 

The  following  comparative  table  of  Birth  and  Death-rates,  with  the 
rates  from  other  towns  in  England  and  the  County  of  Stafford,  gives  a 
little  further  information  as  to  how  Amblecote  stands  with  regard  to 
Vital  Statistics  : — 

Synopsis  of  Birth  and  Death-rate  in  Amblecote  district,  County  of 
Stafford  and  England. 
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Both  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have  visited  the  district  during 
the  year.  As  a rule  Measles  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  of  Epidemic 
Diseases,  and  attacks  young  children  of  school  age  The  five  deaths  all 
occurred  in  children  under  five  years  of  age,  the  cause  of  death  in  each 
case  being  some  lung  complication.  Mothers  do  not  regard  the  disease 
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with  sufficient  seriousness,  and  the  doctor  is  often  sent  for  when  it  is  too 
late'  to  prevent  serious  complicati-ms.  It  spreads  very  rapidly,  and 
unfortunately  is  highly  infectious  before  the  rash  appears,  consequently 
children  are  sent  to  school  in  an  infectious  condition  and  the  parents 
are  not  always  to  blame,  but  they  are  sometimes  to  blame  for  the  fatal 
cases,  through  want  of  care,  when  they  do  know  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  iilness. 

As  we  were  threatened  with  an  epidemic  I closed  the  schools  for  three 
weeks  in  June,  and  opened  a^ain  on  July  iith.  The  progress  of  the 
disease  appeared  to  re  arrested  by  these  means. 

Xo  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  during  the  year  which  it 
has  been  necessary  to  send  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Refuse  Removal. — This  work  is  still  done  by  contract,  and  appears 
to  give  satisfaction.  I have  not  received  a single  complaint  of  neglect 
during  the  year,  so  that  1 think  there  is  not  much  wrong. 

Water  Closets. — We  did  not  seriously  get  to  work  to  push  on  the 
water  carriage  system  uniil  the  year  1900,  when  six  water  closets  were 
put  in.  In  1901  there  were  9,  1902  there  were  23,  and  1903  33  put  on 
to  the  oider  erected  properties  in  the  district.  During  the  past  year 
your  Inspector  has  succeeded  in  getting  34  more  places  put  on,  which 
makes  a to:al  of  105  connected  during  the  past  five  years,  and  the  same 
number  of  privy  middens  abolished.  Considering  that  there  are  only 
656  houses  in  the  district  (census  1901),  I think  we  must  be  satisfied 
with  the  progress  which  is  being  made. 

Thesj  figures  refer  only  to  those  cases  in  which  notices  have  been 
required.  Some  have  done  the  work  voluntarily,  and,  as  1 have  stated 
before,  all  new  houses  are  put  on  before  occupation. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — No  houses  were  actually 
condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  but  in  several  instances  the  property 
owners  were  requested  to  make  alterations  to  render  the  houses  fit, 
notably  at  Coalbournbrook  and  Box  Hid,  and  these  requests  weie 
complied  .viih.  The  conditions  which  I asked  to  be  remedied  referred 
chiefly  to  defective  spouting,  light  and  ventilation.  In  two  cases  there 
was  overcrowing  to  which  the  Inspector  called  my  attention.  After 
notice  these  were  abated. 

Slaughterhouses. — -No  new  licence  has  been  granted,  and  no 
complaint  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  existing  slaughter-houses  has 
been  reported. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — These  places  are  as  well  conducted  as 
such  places  generally  are.  They  are  all  good  cowsheds,  in  open  airy 
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situations,  and  the  cattle  are  turned  out  whenever  the  weather  permits. 
As  to  general  cleanlines  I think  there  is  some  improvement.  In  one 
case  I had  to  report  a drain  which  was  not  properly  disconnected. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — With  regard  to  the  factories,  I 
frequently  visit  these  places  as  certifying  Surgeon,  and  thus  have 
opportunities  of  observing  any  sanitary  defects.  1 have  found  nothing 
to  complain  of  during  the  year,  or  at  least  nothing  which  it  has  been 
necessary  to  report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  me  with  information  relating  to 
workshops  which  will  be  found  on  the  form  (appended)  required  each 
year  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Lead  Poisoning. — -As  this  is  one  of  the  districts  in  which  lead 
poisoning  may  be  expected  to  occur,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no 
case  has  been  reported. 


H.  D’ARCY  ELLIS. 


February  2rs/,  i oo<; . 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  years. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  ACiES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1904. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLECOTE. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1904. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLECOTE. 
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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Table  V.-  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work 

done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  during  the 
year  1904,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Amblecote. 
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tions and 
Observa- 
tions 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  3 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things  ..  i 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 


February  24th,  1905. 


GEORGE  S.  ROBINSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLECOTE. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 
AND  HOMEWORK. 


I. — INSPECTION  (including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances  ) 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  A ,. 

Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  

8 

None.  None. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries)  ...  

10 

3 

Workplaces  

Homeworkers’  Premises  

3 

Total  

18 

6 

2.-DEFECTS  found. 


Particulars. 


Xuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Other  Nuisances  ... 

(Insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodations <!  Unsuitable  or  Defective 
(Not  separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse 

(S.  101)  ...  

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  Bake- 
houses (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done  ( Unwholesome  (S.  108) 
in  Premises  whieh  are  "(Infected  (S.  110) 
Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infei  ted  by  scarlet  fever  or  small  pox  (S.  1U9) 
Other  offences 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

3 

1 

3 

4 ( 3 

Total 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Launcries,  &c  — Continued. 

3.-OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matteis  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (S.  133) 

None. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  ( ^ rnsrwctnr  ^ ^ 
II  M.  Insp  ctors  as  remediable  Keports(of  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  i t£ken)  sent  t0 
not  under  the  factory  Act  (a.  0)  f y M Inspectors 

None. 

Other 

None. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) 

In  use  during  1903 

None. 

(in  1903 

Certificates  granted  \ 

fin  1901 

None. 

None. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 

None. 

Homework  : — 

Number  of 

Lists  of  Outworkers  (S.  107) 

Lists.  | Outworkers. 

Lists  received  ... 

1 1 

1 

Addresses  of  C Forwarded  to  other  Authorities 
Outworkers  ( Received  from  other  Authorities 

None. 

1 

Homework  in  Unwholesome  or  Infected  Premises : 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Other 

Notices  prohibiting  Homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  iS.  108) 

None. 

None. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers* 
premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premi.-es 
(S.  110) 

» 

» 

Workshops  on  1 h ; Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1901 


Total  1 umber  cf  Workshopson  Register 
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